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Flight has enabled bats to become one of the most widely distri-
buted groups of mammals. Apart from the Arctic, the Antarctic 
and a few isolated oceanic islands, bats exist all over the wor-
ld. Bats are found in almost every habitat available on Earth. 

Different species select different habitats during different seasons, 
ranging from seasides to mountains and even deserts, but bat 
habitats have two basic requirements: roosts, where they spend 
the day or hibernate, and places for foraging. Most temperate 

species additionally need a relatively warm hibernation shelter. 
Bat roosts can be found in hollows, crevices, foliage, and even 
human-made structures, and include “tents” the bats construct 

by biting leaves

Bat



Wild Boar

The wild boar inhabits a diverse array of habitats from boreal 
taigas to deserts.In mountainous regions, it can even occupy 

alpine zones, occurring up to 1,900 metres in the Carpathians, 
2,600 metres in the Caucasus and up to 3,600-4,000 metres in 
the mountains in Central Asia and Kazakhstan. In order to sur-
vive in a given area, wild boars require a habitat fulfilling three 
conditions: heavily brushed areas providing shelter from preda-
tors, water for drinking and bathing purposes and an absence of 
regular snowfall.The main habitats favoured by boars in Europe 
are deciduous and mixed forests, with the most favourable areas 
consisting of forest composed of oak and beech enclosing marshes 

and meadows.



Although tolerant of most conditions, common carp prefer large 
bodies of slow or standing water and soft, vegetative sediments. 

As schooling fish, they prefer to be in groups of five or more. They 
naturally live in temperate climates in fresh or slightly brackish 

water with a pH of 6.5–9.0 and salinity up to about 0.5%, and 
temperatures of 3 to 35°C.The ideal temperature is 23 to 30°C, 
with spawning beginning at 17–18°C; they easily survive winter 
in a frozen-over pond, as long as some free water remains below 

the ice. Carp are able to tolerate water with very low oxygen 
levels, by gulping air at the surface.

Carp



Channel catfish will inhabit all bodies of fresh water -- streams, 
rivers, ponds, lakes, and reservoirs – and will thrive in nearly 
any type of water that provides adequate food, spawning and 

temperature. They will usually seek areas with clean bottoms of 
sand, rubble or gravel. This leads them to congregate in warm, 
quiet areas away from strong currents. In these areas, they will 
be found near dark holes and deep pools, lakeshores, undercut 
banks, rock ledges, weedy areas, log jams, and beaver dams or 
muskrat burrows. Channel “cats” are cavity nesters, meaning 

they lay their eggs in crevices, hollows, or debris, to protect them 
from swift currents.

Catfish



Our domesticated cattle -- female heifers and cows, and male 
bulls and steers -- as well as bison and oxen often live in gras-

slands. They spend parts of the day grazing on grass. A cow wraps 
her tongue around the grass and breaks it off with her lower 

teeth. After it passes through two stomachs, she regurgitates the 
cud, chews it again and swallows it down into her third stoma-
ch. Same with male cattle. Cattle serve an important purpose in 
the grasslands because they can quickly trim large areas of tall 
grasses. These tall grasses can harbor pests and easily catch fire, 

but shorter grass is less likely to.

Cow



Donkeys have served as pack and draft animals for about 5,000 
years. Today, millions of people living in developing countries rely 
on donkeys to till fields, transport produce and other products to 
market, carry water, pull carts and work in mills. Such donkeys 
live wherever is most convenient for their owners. Some live on 
farms in corrals, and some live in urban environments -- even 

inside houses. Donkeys work in developed countries, too. They are 
highly affectionate and patient. For this reason, donkeys serve in 
equine therapy programs for disabled riders. Donkeys sometimes 
serve as foal or stable companions because of their calming effect 
on horses. These donkeys typically live in stables and spend time 

out in pastures during the day.

Donkey



Duck

When scouting out nest locations, mallards look to the ground 
-- specifically damp soil. They seek out spots on terra firma, and 

nearby water is an absolute requirement -- 300 feet away, maxi-
mum. Mallards generally opt for shallow holes that are hidden, 
usually by high grass or some other type of plant. Farming sites 
are common nesting spots for mallards, particularly those that 

grow alfalfa. Oat and barley fields are also preferred settings for 
their nesting needs. Mallards sometimes also nest in openings 

of trees, over tree stumps and below thick shrubs. “City slicker” 
mallards occasionally even set up their nests on roofs and in areas 

close to swimming pools.



The fox is a remarkably resourceful creature, able to cope in a 
very wide range of different environmental conditions, from 

sub-tropical regions to icy tundra, the red fox is able to find food 
and keep warm. Foxes inhabit almost every habitat – sea cliffs, 
sand dunes, salt marshes, peat bogs, high mountains, woodland 

and particularly abundant in urban areas. They make ‘lairs’ in a 
foxes ‘earth’, under tree trunks, in hollow trees, in bracken or in 

a deserted buzzard nests.

Fox



Brown Hare

Hares primarily live in open fields with scattered brush for 
shelter. They are very adaptable and thrive in mixed farmland. 
According to a study done in the Czech Republic, the mean hare 

densities were highest at altitudes below 200 metres (660 ft), 
40 to 60 days of annual snow cover, 450 to 700 millimetres 

(18 to 28 in) of annual precipitation, and a mean annual air 
temperature of around 10 °C (50 °F). With regards to climate 

the study found that hare densities were highest in: “A warm and 
dry district with mild winter and longer duration of sunshine; a 
warm and dry district with mild winter and shorter duration of 
sunshine; a warm and moderately dry district with mild win-

ter”. Hares do not bear their young below ground in a burrow as 
do other leporids, but rather in a shallow depression or flattened 

nest of grass called a form.



Deserts, seashores, mangroves, wetlands, tundra, grasslands, dry 
forests, scrubland, and craggy mountains are places one might 
find a Peregrine Falcon. The most common factor among these 
different locations is the presence of good nesting habitat. These 
falcons like to nest in high cliffs, but in cities, Peregrine Falcons 

use tall buildings or bridges instead.
Like most falcons, Peregrine Falcons do not build their own ne-
sts. They lay their eggs in scrapes, or small depressions, they make 

in the soil or gravel of a cliff ledge. Sometimes, they use aban-
doned stick nests that had been built in trees by other species. 

Today, more and more Peregrine Falcons are making their homes 
in cities. There, they nest on ledges of tall buildings and bridges.

Hawk



Within its range, the grey heron can be found anywhere with 
suitable watery habitat that can supply its food. The water body 
needs to be either shallow enough, or have a shelving margin in 
which it can wade. Although most common in the lowlands it 
also occurs in mountain tarns, lakes, reservoirs, large and small 
rivers, marshes, ponds, ditches, flooded areas, coastal lagoons, 

estuaries and the sea shore. It sometimes forages away from water 
in pasture, and it has been recorded in desert areas, hunting for 
beetles and lizards. Breeding colonies are usually near feeding 

areas but exceptionally may be up to 8 kilometres (5 mi) away, 
and birds sometimes forage as much as 20 kilometres (12 mi) 

from the nesting site.

Grey Heron



Common Mole

All moles dig tunnels, their habitat preferences vary. Some moles, 
such as the star-nosed mole, like moist soil and live in bogs and 

marshes, while others, including the eastern and star-nosed 
moles, live in the drier soil found in wooded areas, meadows and 
fields. No matter what their preference, moles look for soil that 

permits ease of digging. Moles have no problem adapting to their 
surroundings. The Mole Catchers website notes that although 

some moles might prefer woodland areas, they have adjusted to 
living in suburban gardens and lawns. A key component of a 

good mole habitat is the ample availability of food, as moles need 
tremendous amounts of food each day. One mole can easily eat 

70 to 100 percent of its weight in food each day.



Mice are hardy creatures that are found in nearly every country 
and type of terrain. They can live in forests, grasslands and man-

made structures easily. Mice typically make a burrow under-
ground if they live out in the wild. Their burrow helps protect 
them from predators. Their natural predators are cats, birds, 

wild dogs and foxes.

Wild Mouse



This is a sedentary species which is found in open countryside 
in a great range of habitats. These include agricultural land 
with hedgerows and trees, orchards, woodland verges, parks 

and gardens, as well as steppes and stony semi-deserts. It is also 
present in treeless areas such as dunes, and in the vicinity of 

ruins, quarries and rocky outcrops. It sometimes ventures into in 
villages and suburbs. In the United Kingdom it is chiefly a bird 
of the lowlands, and usually occurred below 500 m (1,600 ft). 

In continental Europe and Asia it may be found at much higher 
elevations; one individual was recorded from 3,600 m (12,000 

ft) in Tibet.

Little Owl



The birds are found in woodland, farmland, scrub, and wet-
lands. In its natural habitat the common pheasant lives in gras-
sland near water with small copses of trees. Extensively cleared 
farmland is marginal habitat that cannot maintain self-sustai-

ning populations for long.

Common Pheasant



Their success in establishing themselves is owed to a number of 
factors, one of which is that they are particularly well adapted to 
life in the slow-flowing, sparsely vegetated, rather murky waters 
that comprise so many lowland rivers. Zander thrive in water 

with rather low visibility, unlike pike, which often dominate the 
predator fish niche in clear water. However, zander need plenty 

of oxygen and soon disappear from eutrophic areas

Sander lucioperca



A behavioural characteristic of domestic pigs which they sha-
re with carnivores is nest building and bed making (although 
modern production systems often prevent these). Pigs root out 

wallows or depressions (digging with their snout) and the females 
(sows) will build nests in which to give birth. First the sow digs 
a depression about the size of her body. She then collects twigs, 
grasses and leaves, and carries these in her mouth to the depres-

sion, building them into a mound.

Sus scrofa domesticus



The roe deer can be found at different altitudes throughout its 
range, but in the Mediterranean, it prefers mountainous regions 

and will not typically inhabit areas at low altitudes. In most 
areas, it prefers a habitat within grasslands or sparse forests. If 

livestock occupy or have occupied an open area, the roe deer will 
not reside there.

Capreolus capreolus



Vipera

Most species prefer cooler environments. Those found at lower 
latitudes tend to prefer higher altitudes and dryer, rocky habita-
ts, while the species that occur at more northern latitudes prefer 
lower elevations and environments that have more vegetation 

and moisture.


